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Hi All and welcome to another edition 
of Airchat.  A special thank you to our 
new Airchat editor ðTom Hassall 
(airchat@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au).  
Tom takes over from Shane and Suzi 

Wise and we look forward to further 
great editions of Airchat to come.  
 
A new C172RG ðWe have recently 
added to the fleet a Cessna 172RG VH -

NDP.  The aircraft is now available for 
CSU & retractable undercarriage en-

dorsements as well as private hire.  
 
Sim Upgrade ðOur RAC -7000 SIM 
having just turned 1 year old is about 
to be upgraded !  The upgrade will in-
clude the addition of two more High 
Definition screens to give full 180° ex-

ternal vision (from the current 120°) 
and will also include an upgrade the 

graphics definition.  
 
New Instructors ðYou may have no-
ticed around the place some new faces 
in the team.  New Instructors are be-

ing added to keep up with the growing 
demand of our training needs.  Wel-
come to Pravin Sen (Grade 1) and Iain 
Herbert (Grade 3).  In addition to 
these guys I have just recently placed 
an advertisement for an additional in-

structor to help reduce current Member 
wait times for training bookings.  
 
Flight Office ðWe are slowly working 
through the last of the implementation 

ñteethingò problems.  The last major hurdle 
to be fixed is the reliability issue.  Our cur-
rent broadband internet connection is wire-
less 3G (as this is the only broadband 
available at the airport), unfortunately 

when the 3G ñdrops outò so does the flight 
office software and then it requires a man-

ual restart, which is what creates the 
ñdown for maintenanceò error when you try 
to log in from off site.  Thanks to ôAdrian 
Deveneô for helping us work through this 
last hurdle.  Hopefully we will have the last 
hurdle addressed by the end of July.  
 

Parking Bays ðThe Council has asked us 
to ensure our pilots only park aircraft in 

the parking bays that we have leased.  
Hence there is a diagram on the door as 
you exit the office showing our leased 
bays.  Those numbers are 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15 and 5.  If those bays are full please do 

not park in any other bays on the sealed 
area as they are leased by other parties.  
 
Safe Flying !  
Tony Stanton   

Chief  Pilot Chat  
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Club Presidentõs Report 

Good to see the wet spell has run its course 

for the time being ð beneficial for the grass, but 

frustrating for VFR pilots and would be VFR 

pilots. The Club carries a cash buffer to cover 

it financially for such exigencies but regrettably 

no-one has yet divined a way to establish a time 

bank. 

One of the problems for all is that weather 

cancellations create a back-log and a queue, 

with consequent further difficulties for students 

and pilots. That situation should be alleviated 

somewhat with the passage of time, aided by 

the addition of new casual instructors and an-

other cross-hired aeroplane ð a C172RG ð 

both as mentioned by Tony in his report. 

The Club committee has had a casual vacancy 

for a little while which we now have filled. For 

information, under the Clubõs constitution the 

committee can fill all casual vacancies on the 

committee apart from that of President. In the 

event of a casual vacancy in this position it can 

be filled either by the elected Vice-President 

until the next AGM, or by a new President 

elected by the Members at a Special General 

Meeting. 

The new committee member is Mark Roberts-

Thomson, who brings his years of Cathay Pacific and 

personal flying experience to the committeeõs delib-

erations. His presence is most welcome. We have as 

an objective to have a constant small amount of 

change in the membership of the Committee. This 

has a number of good outcomes ð we constantly 

have new minds and new backgrounds coming on 

board to ensure we donõt get stuck in a rut; mem-

bers can nominate for committee knowing that it 

doesnõt have to be a lengthy commitment; and the 

Club achieves those things while maintaining a rea-

sonable amount of stability in committee member-

ship and hence corporate knowledge of the Club. 

Just to close the loop in this little newsletter ð Mark 

is the owner of the 182RG which has now been 

placed on-line. 

 

Greg McC 
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Welcome to the latest edition of Airchat,  
 
 
I would like to thank Shane and Suzi for the 

great job they have done with Airchat.  As a 
club member I have enjoyed learning more 
about our very active local flying scene, the 
special people involved and glimpsing into 
the future of all our aspiring CPL students 

�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���³�Z�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�H�\���Q�R�Z�´���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�����6�R���,��
am sure you will all join me in wishing them 

all the best for the future.  
 
As for my future it now involves a more ac-
tive role in Airchat, I have the pleasure of 
helping you all share your passion for avia-
tion with other members. We would love to 

continue to receive your reports on all things 
aviation. If you have any suggestions for 
things you would like to see in Airchat please 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H���W�R���H- mail me at  

airchat@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au   
 
Its been a busy time for all involved in Avia-

tion since the February edition, from Volcanic 
ash causing international chaos to the local 
�³�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�´���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I��
GAAP to class D airspace.  
 
CASA have a good class D training package on 
their website and we have included some  

information about Runway Incursions at  
Archerfield in this edition.  

 
As the winter months arrive several club 
members hope to make the most of the more 
stable weather and venture into the night 

sky. The club night socials are a great way to 
experience this.  
 
As the pilots working towards the NVFR  
increase their knowledge of the  aircraft  

instruments, Phil Ware has gone all the way 
and keeps us up to date on his instrument 

rating on page 8 with some great  
photos of his home sim.  
 
As well as these long term members adding 
to their skill and qualifications, the club    
welcomes more new members. So if your just 

starting out on your aviation journey or you 
have recently joined the club from another 
area, you will find lots of friendly faces and 
helpful staff around the club. A great way to 

meet more people is to come along to the 
club competitions, a relaxed way to improve 
your skill and meet other pilots of all abilities.  

 
Remember to regularly check the club          
calendar for information on upcoming events  
 
                         Safe Flying  
 
                        Tom Hassall  

 
           airchat@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au  

Short Final  


